
Persevere In Prayer!
By John Siemens

“And he spake a par a ble unto them to this end,
that men ought al ways to pray, and not to faint.”

(Luke 18:1)

ow near to faint ing we are much of the time!  For -
tu nately, our Lord’s in ti mate knowl edge of our
frailty does not af fect Him ad versely.  He is the
Friend who knows all about us and loves us still!

How this truth shines forth from the par a ble of the un -
just judge – one of the great Scrip tures on im por tu nate
prayer.   Knowing the in her ent weak ness of our flesh the
Lord Je sus in love and pa tience ut tered a par a ble (an
earthly story with a heav enly mean ing) to coun ter act this
ever pres ent ten dency to faint ness and to en cour age us to
per se vere in prayer.

This is the pur pose of the par a ble: “Men ought al ways
to pray, and not to faint.”

Ma jor Con trast

Here is a pic ture which ma jors in con trast and mi nors
in com par i son.  Cer tainly our lov ing Fa ther looms
Heaven-high in con trast to the hard hearted judge who
“feared not God, nei ther re garded man” but fi nally, for a
self ish rea son, de cided to avenge a per sis tently ap peal ing
cli ent against her plagu ing ad ver sary.  The judge gave in
be cause it seemed the cheap est way; he did not want to be
wea ried “by her con tin ual com ing.”

How ut terly un like this is our God, who in vites us to
come boldly to the throne of grace, al though, for rea sons
which to Him self are clear and jus ti fi able, He may dis ci -
pline us with de lay.  Some one has sug gested that if when

you pray you do not get an im me di ate an swer, be sure that
the de lay is of more value in God’s sight than the an swer. 
De lay is not de nial.

Our all-wise, lov ing Fa ther knows best.  The an swer is 
not only cer tain but will be better than we can ask or think,
be cause it will be ac cord ing to His per fect plan.  

“Shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day
and night unto him, though he bear long with them? “ I tell 
you that he will.”  - Vss. 7,8.

The par a ble pres ents also an in ter est ing study in re la -
tion ships.  The widow was only a hum ble cit i zen of the
town where this judge held of fice.  She went to him re peat -
edly with a sin gle er rand, and she won.

We, on the other hand, are God’s chil dren by His grace 
and there fore are not “strang ers and for eign ers, but fel low 
cit i zens with the saints, and of the house hold of God” (Eph. 

2:19).  “Let us there fore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may ob tain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need” (Heb. 4:16)

Mi nor in Com par i son

So much for the con trast.  Now by way of com par i son, 
we find our needy selves pic tured in the per son of the
widow plagued by a pes ti lent ad ver sary.  We were, be -
cause of the fall, stripped!  To add to our plight, we, like
the widow, have an ad ver sary to plague us.

“Your ad ver sary the devil, as a roar ing lion, walketh
about, seek ing whom he may de vour; Whom re sist stedfast 
in the faith, know ing that the same af flic tions are ac com -
plished in your breth ren.” (I Pet. 5:8, 9)

Fel low-be liev ers, let us not faint but con tinue “in stant 

Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation  !  May 2009

con tin ued on pg. 2

“The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh” — James 5:8

EXPERIENCED SALVATION     CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP     SIMPLICITY IN WORSHIP

Morning Glory



2

in prayer” (Rom.12:12), that we
may “through faith and pa tience
in herit the prom ises” (Heb. 6:12),
en cour ag ing one an other with
“ex ceed ing great and pre cious
prom ises” (II Pet.1:4).

“If God be for us, who can be 
against us?  “He that spared not
his own Son, but de liv ered him
up for us all, how shall he not
with him also freely give us all
things?” (Rom. 8:31, 32)  “Let us
not be weary in well do ing: for in 
due sea son we shall reap, if we
faint not.” (Gal. 6:9)  “Men ought
al ways to pray, and not to faint.”  
(Luke 18:1)

Un an swered yet?  Pray on.  
Taken from “The Sword 

of the Lord”

EXPOSE the ERRORS
(or Else)

When pas tors hes i tate to ex -
pose the er rors of the char is matic
move ment for fear of of fend ing
some who at tend their church,
they are only pav ing the way for
greater char is matic in fil tra tion in
their lo cal churches.  If the char is -
matic move ment em braces and
prop a gates un scrip tural doc trines
and prac tices – which it does –
(Ed i tor: Com pare with Scrip ture
as a fair amount do) a warn ing
must be sounded, and the sheep
should be alerted to er ro ne ous
char is matic doc trines and prac -
tices.  (Ed i tor: This is not only
true about char is matics; but many 
other “in flu ences” in doc trine and 
prac tices as well).

As a re sult of such si lence,
many ag gres sive char is matics
have taken over once-strong
churches, and faith ful be liev ers
have been left with out a church
home.  The re spon si bil ity of
God’s undershepherds is to feed,
guide and pro tect the flock.
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Do You Really Want The 
Congregation?

George Sverdrup For Our Day

By John Stensvaag

Ed i tor’s Note:  The fol low ing ex cerpt is taken from an 
ad dress de liv ered at the 52nd An nual Con fer ence of the
Lu theran Free Church which was a goodly num ber of
years ago (1948)!  Pro fes sor George Severdrup served as
pres i dent of Augsburg Free Lu theran Sem i nary from 1876 
to 1907, the year of his death. 

The Dis in te gra tion of Con gre ga tional Fel low ship
In re cent months I have be come sharply aware of a

par tic u lar way in which the con gre ga tion is be ing threat -
ened from within.  In the old days, the con gre ga tion did at
times have one or two aux il iary or ga ni za tions, such as La -
dies’ Aid and Lu ther League.  But these were not ex clu -
sive.  Quite of ten they stood for a con gre ga tion-wide
fel low ship.

But for some time now a pro cess of di vi sion and sub -
di vi sion has been go ing on within the con gre ga tion.  So
that to day we have boys’ clubs and girls’ clubs, Ju nior Lu -
ther League and Se nior Lu ther League, brother hoods and
cir cles, and fi nally, young mar ried cou ples’ clubs.  Each
or ga ni za tion is de signed for a spe cific group, of ten for a
spe cific age.  Now a good case, hu manly speak ing, can be
made for each one of these groups, and I am not pre pared
to say that they all should be abol ished.  But the fact re -
mains that this seg re ga tion and compartmentalization of
the mem bers of the con gre ga tion is def i nitely de stroy ing
the con gre ga tional fel low ship as such.

In the New Tes ta ment we see that the early con gre ga -
tion was like a large fam ily.  Old and young, chil dren and
adults –all were to gether, united in love for a com mon
Sav ior and a com mon cause.  United in prayer, praise and
tes ti mo nies.  

You may shrug it off, but I per son ally fear that one
rea son we have so few liv ing con gre ga tions is that we
have set tled for ac tive or ga ni za tions in stead.  These are
busy with many things and many do ings, but they tend to
rob us of the kind of con gre ga tional life which in time past 
welded the be liev ers into one, set them on fire for Christ,

and sent them forth to be wit nesses for Him to the ends of
the world.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

O faith less gen er a tion, how long shall I be
with you?  How long shall I bear with you?

(Mark 9:19)

WHAT can it be that presses these bit ter words of dis -
tress from the gen tle lips of Je sus?

It was not the world li ness of the Sad du cees, nor the
en mity of the Phar i sees, nor the in dif fer ence of the mul ti -
tudes, nor the un god li ness of the pub li cans.

Nay, it was the un be lief of the dis ci ples.
When Je sus came down from the mount of trans fig u -

ra tion, the dis ci ples were try ing to heal a boy pos sess with
de mons.  But they did not suc ceed.  And that not with -
stand ing the fact that Je sus had given them au thor ity to
drive out de mons.  

It was then that these woe ful words were pressed forth 
from the heart of Je sus: “O faith less gen er a tion!”

The un be lief of His dis ci ples grieves Je sus more than
the ha tred of His en e mies, some one has said.

Now, we are dis ci ples of Je sus.
We, too, have re ceived His au tho ri za tion, one which

reads as fol lows: “Ask, and ye shall re ceive!”
Je sus places His own om nip o tence in our hands and

says: Make use of prayer, and you will move both heaven
and earth.

No doubt there are few words that are harder for Je sus
to speak to His dis ci ples than these: “Ye have not, be cause
ye ask not.”

Un lim ited power has been placed at our dis posal, en -
abling us to feel our own help less ness and the guilt of sin,
to rest in the fin ished work of Christ, re joice in God, and
loathe all dis obe di ence; en abling us to deny our selves and
to serve oth ers, to praise God, to pray and to make in ter -
ces sion, to work and to rest, to re joice and to suf fer, to live
and to die.

All this we have in Christ.
And He says: Ask, and ye shall re ceive!  Thereby is

my Fa ther glo ri fied and your joy made full.

Taken from “God’s Word For Today” by O. Hallesby
Copyright 1937 Augsburg Publishing House, 
1994 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 

of Augusburg Fortress
“NO ONE CAN KNOW THE TRUE 

GRACE OF GOD UNTIL HE 
KNOWS THE FEAR OF GOD.”  

A. W. Tozer



When No One Seems to Care
(Psalm142:1 – 7)

In Da vid’s dis tress he cried out to the Lord, “No man
cared for my soul” (v. 4b)!  He was dis traught.  Al though
he had called to God for help (v. 1), he had not yet re ceived 
His an swer, and a feel ing of lone li ness over whelmed him
(v. 3a).  He found him self in a very dif fi cult time of trou ble 
(v.2b), for his en e mies were lay ing “snares” for him(v.3). 
Ev ery where he looked, he was “over looked”(v. 4).  His
earthly ref uge failed.  He had been brought low, and his
en e mies’ strength sur passed his own (v. 6).  Daily cares
and dan gers brought this man of God to the brink of de -
spair.  

To day, many of God’s dear chil dren are fac ing sim i lar
sit u a tions and are go ing through times of greater tri als
than ever be fore.  The world is ex pe ri enc ing rapid change
and great up heaval.  Na tions are chang ing; churches are
chang ing; peo ple are chang ing, moral and spir i tual stan -
dards are chang ing.  Sep a ra tion from those we love or
those we have come to de pend upon of ten causes emo -
tional dev as ta tion, whether it be sep a ra tion be cause of the
death of a hus band, wife, child or some other dear one or
whether it be sep a ra tion from fam ily mem bers or fel low
be liev ers who are liv ing in sin and re sent ful of scrip tural
re proof and re buke.  But let us not for get that when ever
God takes a dear one from our side, He has prom ised to fill 
the void (68:4-6).  And, when our lone li ness is a re sult of
bib li cal sep a ra tion from false teach ers, dis obe di ent breth -
ren and the world, let us not for get the prom ise of God to
“be a Fa ther” unto those who “come out” and “touch not
the un clean thing” (2 Cor. 6:14-18).  The Lord has a per fect
place of ref uge for you, and He does truly care when no
one else does.  MHR

Taken from “Feature”
Fundamental Evangelistic Assn., Inc.

Telephone 805 – 528-3534

Be hold, the Lamb of God, that beareth
the sin of the world!

John 1:29

SIN is the great ca lam ity for us men, yea, for the
whole cre ation.  Sin is the cause of all the sor row and dis -
tress in the world.  If sin were ban ished, all evil would dis -
ap pear as dew be fore the sun.  Sin has sep a rated us from
God, and has brought upon us sor row and sick ness and
death.  The en tire world is sunk down in blood and tears. 
Gen er a tions come and gen er a tions go — but their ways
and goings look so hope lessly much alike.

But in the midst of all this dark night, the heaven is
opened to us in grace.  God co mes down to us and be -
comes man.  Out over the sin-rav aged gen er a tion sounds
the voice of God’s prophet: “Be hold, the Lamb of God,
that beareth the sin of the world!”

A won der ful word!  Can any thing greater be told us,
and can any thing more com fort ing reach our ears?

What we were in duty bound to bear, the Lord laid on
Christ, and He re moved “the in iq uity of that land in one
day.”  When He tasted of death for ev ery man, He took
away our sin and debt, and when you and I re pent and be -
lieve that we are saved in Him, then He cleanses us by
faith, and God re gards us in Christ as if we never had
sinned.

Re pen tance and for give ness of sins shall be preached
in the name of Christ unto all the na tions, be cause the Son
of man has au thor ity on earth to for give sins.  And when
the be liev ing sin ner leaves his body, to be at home with the 
Lord, he is freed from sin for ever.

In that way the Lamb of God takes away the sin of the
world.

Far, far away, like bells at even peal ing,
The voice of Je sus sounds o’er land and sea,
And laden souls by thou sands meekly steal ing,
Kind Shep herd, turn their weary steps to Thee.
An gels of Je sus, An gels of light,
Sing ing to wel come the pil grims of the night.

Taken from “Thy Kingdom Come” 
by Ludvig Hope 
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WHAT’S NEXT???

Tragically a ‘host’ of well mean ing ‘Lu ther -
ans’ have been de ceived in mak ing “In fant Bap -
tism” eter nal se cu rity, which is her esy.  NOW
there are well mean ing ‘Lu ther ans’ putt ing ‘Lu -
ther’s Small Cat e chism’ into a comic book for -
mat and will use these ‘comic books’ in their
Con fir ma tion Classes!

When Lu ther re turned from vis it ing a num -
ber of churches af ter the Ref or ma tion be gan, he 
said, “Good God what wretch ed ness I be held!”  
He was con vinced that the churches would not
con tinue on, so he wrote the Cat e chism “for fa -
thers to teach their chil dren at home.”

I won der what Lu ther would say if he could
visit most Lu theran churches to day?



Why I am a Capitalist
By Carl McIntire

Com mu nism (Ed i tor- So cial ism) at tacks cap i tal ism. So 
gen eral has been the de nun ci a tion of pri vate cap i tal that
some peo ple even hes i tate to use the term “cap i tal” any
more. In stead they talk about “pri vate en ter prise.” In the
com mu nist at tack upon cap i tal ism, how ever, and also upon
Chris tian ity, we see the main thrust of athe is tic ma te ri al ism
in its drive to de stroy the free dom of the in di vid ual.

The state (Ed i tor- Gov ern ment) takes pos ses sion of
all the in di vid ual’s prop erty and even of the in di vid ual
him self. (Ed i tor - IF the gov ern ment takes con trol of
health care, likely it even tu ally will con trol the peo ple). In
vary ing de grees this strug gle is on now in al most ev ery
na tion in the world. 

I am a cap i tal ist

1. God made me re spon si ble to Him. 
God did not make me re spon si ble to a to tal i tar ian

state. In Holy Scrip ture we are re peat edly told, “Each of us 
shall give an ac count of our selves to God.” I am an in di -
vid ual. God in tended for me to be an in di vid ual. I in tend to 
re main an in di vid ual. God gave me prop erty to use as an
in di vid ual and for His glory. God gave me the right of
those pos ses sions. 

2. God or dained and pro tected the right of pri vate
prop erty in the Eighth (7th) Com mand ment.

This com mand ment says, “Thou shalt not steal.” I
there fore, on the au thor ity of God, am en ti tled to have
prop erty, to use it and to get gain from it. 

3. God has in structed me in the stew ard ship of my
pos ses sions.

I am to be thrifty, in dus tri ous; I am not to waste or dis -
si pate that which He has put in my care. The fool and his
money, He says, soon part. He warns against be ing sloth -
ful and be ing a slug gard. In fact, He tells me that all that I
have has been given to me by Him. 

4. God gave me my cap i tal.
I am told, “He giv eth thee power to get gain,” and “What 

has thou, O man, that thou hast not re ceived?” In the par a ble
of the tal ents and the par a ble of the pounds, our Lord and
Sav iour Je sus Christ laid down prin ci ples of gain and re ward
on the ba sis of faith ful and un faith ful stew ard ship.

The Com mu nists (Ed i tor: So cial ists) hate the Bi ble
be cause it makes the in di vid ual re spon si ble. The Com mu -
nists (Ed i tor: So cial ists) hate the Ten Com mand ments be -
cause they grant the di vine right to pri vate prop erty. The
Com mu nists hate God be cause God claims the wor ship
and ser vice of the in di vid ual. This the Com mu nists want. 

5. God’s Word for bids me to steal. 
“Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him

la bour, work ing with his hands the thing which is good,
that he may have to give to him that needeth” (Eph. 4:28).
This one verse alone has in it all the el e ments for a free and 
cap i tal ist so ci ety. First, the re spect for the prop erty and the 
rights of oth ers - “Let him …. Steal no more.” Sec ond, the
re spon si bil ity of a man to la bor and to get gain. Third, the
ob li ga tion to la bor at that which is ap proved by God,
which is good. Fourth, to get profit. The profit mo tive is
not sin ful but is proper be fore God, “that he may have.”
And, fi nally, cap i tal is tic be nev o lence - “to give to him that 
needeth.” Be nev o lence should be a pri vate thing be fore
Al mighty God.

6. God judges me for my use of my prop erty.
The cap i tal ist’s abuse of his pos ses sions is sin. The

Apos tle James, chap ter 5, verse 1-6, says, “Go to now, ye
rich men, weep and howl for your mis er ies that shall come
upon you. Your riches are cor rupted, and your gar ments
are motheaten. Your gold and sil ver is can kered; and the
rust of them shall be a wit ness against you, and shall eat
your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped trea sure to gether
for the last days.  Be hold, the hire of the la bour ers who have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are en tered
into the ears of the Lord of Saba oth. Ye have lived in plea -
sure on the earth, and been wan ton; ye have nour ished your 
hearts, as in a day of slaugh ter. Ye have con demned and
killed the just; and he doth not re sist you.”

7. God’s judg ments against the cap i tal ists are eter -
nal. 

God’s judg ments are for ever. They are true and just.
But God wants ev ery man to be a good stew ard.

The small est boy, with the few pen nies that he has
earned, is a cap i tal ist. The widow with the in her i tance that
she has re ceived is a cap i tal ist.

I am a cap i tal ist. I want the free dom to be a cap i tal ist.
As a cap i tal ist, I want to ex pose all the de ceits, the frauds,
the to tal slav ery of the com mu nist sys tem. God has made
me a cap i tal ist. The Bi ble has in structed me on how to be a 
good cap i tal ist, and I do not in tend to give up my free dom
for a so cial is tic state.

We must have in di vid ual free dom to be a cap i tal ist.
The Chris tian faith sup ports free dom, and God’s Word
should guide ev ery man in the use of his cap i tal. 

Man’s chief end is to glo rify God and to en joy him
for ever.

Selected
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Ed i to rial 
RES

In fant Bap tism
As we ap proach this Bib li cal topic I do not want to give any -
one a “false as sur ance” but to ex am ine the Scrip tures as to
what they teach.  Re mem ber, a “sac ra ment” is a holy or di -
nance made by God Him self, in which He gives and con firms 
His in vis i ble grace through out ward and vis i ble means. 
Grace is an at ti tude of God.  The pri mary (chief) means of, or
chan nel of, God’s grace is the Bi ble – it is all the same means
or source of grace.  The Bi ble not only tells us the way of sal -
va tion, but saves us also; it is through His Word and em pow -
ered by the Holy Spirit.  The Bi ble not only tells us how to
live, but em pow ers us to do the same by the Holy Spirit.

I.  THE ORIGIN OF BAPTISM (Please no tice the “alls”
as we go through this study).

A. Mark 16:15-16

B. Mat thew 28:19-20

II.  THE ELEMENTS OF BAPTISM

C. John 3:23

D. Acts 8:36

E. Ephe sians 5:26

It is not the wa ter, in deed, that does such great things, but the
Word of God!  For with out the Word of God, wa ter is sim ply
wa ter and not bap tism.

III. THE CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM

F. All who have sinned.  No tice we do not learn to sin;
for it is not only what we have done, but what we ARE! 
In the Greek there are at least six def i ni tions trans lated
into the Eng lish word  SIN!

1. Missing the mark

2. Trans gres sion

3. In iq uity

4. Wick ed ness

5. Guile

6. Law less ness

Mar tin Lu ther shares that the Bi ble is a closed book
with out the knowl edge of sin!  Any thing that sep a rates us 
from God is sin, be it any thought, word or deed.

1. James 2:10

2. Psalm 51:5, 58:3

3. John 3:6

4. Romans 3:23, 3:9-12, 6:23

5. Romans 5:12, 18

6. I Co rin thi ans 15:22

7. Romans 7:14, 11:32

8. Gen e sis 6:5, 8:21

9. Isa iah 48:8, 53:6, 64:6

10.   James 1:15

11.   Ephe sians 2:1-5

12.   Rev e la tion 21:27

In the con text of Ephe sians 2, in the Greek it means that by
na ture we are in ac tive re bel lion, on go ing to wards God, un -
able to act.  In verse 3, it is speak ing of wrath, which means
judg ment un der the ho li ness of God.  Romans 8:6-7

G. All who can be lieve (have faith).  Re mem ber a “liv -
ing faith” is a GIFT from God!  If we have to know so
much be fore we can ex pe ri ence sal va tion, then sal va tion
is not all of grace (gift), be cause a gift is not de pend ent
upon un der stand ing.   It is not faith in my faith that saves, 
but faith in JESUS!  Faith is a ve hi cle.  I do not need to be 
con scious of some thing in or der to be ef fec tive.  Two ex -
am ples of this are:

1. When born, one be comes a cit i zen of our be -
loved coun try (USA).

2. In adop tion.  Faith is trust ing, re ly ing, com mit -
ting, rest ing, and obey ing.  It is tak ing God at His
Word!  (If in fants are not to be bap tized, the bur den
of proof lies with those of such per sua sion).  In fants
(small chil dren) are a part of a na tion and of a 
world, and are def i nitely sin ful and un righ teous –
be cause they are a part of us (all)!

If faith and re pen tance are not a gift from God (work of God)
then we have a lit tle to DO, in or der to be saved (not 100%
Grace).  Scrip ture and ex pe ri ence teach us that with the call
of God co mes the grace to re spond pos i tively.

Now, in our study, we are not ques tion ing what an
ALMIGHTY GOD can do, but what He has in structed US to
do!

1. He brews 11:6

2. John 6:29, 44a

3. Acts 2:38-39

4. Ephe sians 2:8-9

5. Acts 8:12

6. Mark 10:13-16

7. Mark 9:36

8. Mat thew 18:2-6 — “Little chil dren” (verse 3)
in the Greek, means “an in fant who is yet un able to speak”

9. Mark 16:16 — No tice: One is con demned
even if it has been bap tized,  but does not “be lieve.” (If an
in fant or small child is not ca pa ble of re ceiv ing the gift of
faith, then it is lost!)

10.   John 3:18, 36



The Greatest Need

We dare to say that the great est need of  …To day is a
com pany of sep a rated saints of God who will re fuse stead -
fastly to be swayed by the world’s pro gram.  …No greater
blight has ever be set (us) than the blight of com pro mise
and con for mity to the world and its pro gram.  We are a re -
deemed peo ple and a pe cu liar peo ple and a holy na -
tion…The line of dif fer ence and de mar ca tion be tween the
church and the world has al most been wiped out, and 
those few fol low ers of Christ who dare to be dif fer ent and
re fuse to go along are so small in num ber  that they are
looked upon as odd and pe cu liar and even fa nat i cal and
nar row-minded.  The scan dal ous and pos i tively im moral

in no va tions of dress and at tire, which I am sure are the
prime causes of im mo ral ity and di vorce and ju ve nile de -
lin quency, are meekly ac cepted and, worse than that, are
cop ied by the folks who pro fess to be Chris tian with
hardly a pro test from those who are spir i tual lead ers
…The rea son Chris tians are not taken more se ri ously by
the world and why our tes ti mony falls on deaf ears most of 
the time, is (that) the world can not see a dif fer ence be -
tween them selves and us.  They see Chris tians fre quent ing 
the same places of worldly amuse ment …us ing the same
lan guage, dress ing in the same shame ful ways …the only
dif fer ence is that we have our names on church rolls and
go to church.   

M.R. DeHaan, Taken from ‘The Sword of the Lord’
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11.   Psalm 22:9

12.   Psalm 71:6

13.   Luke 18:15-17— No tice: A  child (chil dren)
is ca pa ble of re ceiv ing bless ing(s) from God; so why not the 
gift of a liv ing faith?  Do you think that Je sus would use a
young child (in fant) as an ex am ple of faith, if the child was
in ca pa ble of be liev ing/re ceiv ing the gift of faith?  I think
not!  Alas, it is the work of the Holy Spirit to quicken,
awaken, con vict, draw, call em power, and re ally un der stand
His Word, etc.

IV.  THE EFFECTS OF BAPTISM

1. Mat thew 28:19  How do we make dis ci ples?  Bap -
tize & TEACH

2. Mark 16:16

3. Romans 6:4

4. Romans 11:16-21 (en grafted)

5. Galatians 3:27 (please no tice tenses of verse)

6. Acts 2:38

7. Acts 22:16

8. Ephe sians 5:26

9. Ti tus 3:5-7

10.   I Pe ter 3:21

11.   Gen e sis 17:11-14 (No tice the cov e nant is between 
God & in fant (can di date); not God and par ents Deut. 29:10-
15, see also Col. 2:11-13

14.   Romans 3:1-2

15.   Acts 16:14-15, 33, 18:8

16.   I Co rin thi ans 1:16

(The Greek word trans lated “house hold” means not only her
im me di ate fam ily - Acts 16, for ex am ple - but also her ser -
vants and their fam i lies.  No tice “house hold” in verse 33, I
Co rin thi ans 1).

No tice the dif fer ence of bap tism “with” wa ter in stead of “in”
wa ter.  For ex am ple:  John 1:26, Acts 1:5.  The word “with”
in di cates an ob ject which is used or han dled.  An other ex am -

ple:  III John 13.  Here the ob jects to be han dled are “ink” and
“pen”.  For bap tism, the amount of wa ter is not the all im por -
tant thing, but wa ter with the WORD.

Chris tian bap tism can not be viewed apart from the re demp -
tive work of JESUS.  It is ef fec tive and pow er ful to ac com -
plish God’s work of grace be cause Christ has made
atone ment for sin.  Bap tism is not an end in it self, but a be gin -
ning.  Let us not make eter nal se cu rity out of in fant bap tism,
which would be false and wrong, and like wise so if we were
to try to make eter nal se cu rity out of adult bap tism!  The all
im por tant thing is, what is my re la tion ship (your’s) with Je -
sus Christ right now?  Do you per son ally (con sciously) know
Je sus as your per sonal Sav iour?

Sal va tion is in the per son of Je sus Christ and each of us need
to know HIM as our per sonal Sav iour!  EVEN for a per son
who has not gone out into “open sin”, such a per son must
have a con scious per sonal re la tion ship with Je sus or is lost. 
When a child is old enough to know right from wrong and
what sin is, this child is also old enough to be led to Je sus in a
con scious, per sonal way (the sub con scious, bap tized,
brought to a con scious).  To have no def i nite ac cep tance of
Christ’s fin ished work per son ally is a de ci sion to go the way
of the re li gious but lost or the world, sin and eter nal sep a ra -
tion from God.  As food is vi tal to phys i cal life, so is true of
spir i tual life, for un less it is fed and nour ished, it will die!  Do
not make light of the vi tal in gre di ent of “teach” as well. 
Grow in grace and knowl edge.

1. II Pe ter 3:14-18

2. Prov erbs 22:6

3. Job 23:12

4. Mark 4:24

5. Luke 2:52

6. Duet. 6

7. Colossians 2:6-10

8. Psalm 119:89, 105

9. II Tim o thy 3:16-17

     His Be cause of Cal vary,
     Pas tor Rodney Stueland



From our Fellowship Circle

GN Owatonna, MN
Thank you for con tin u ing to send the Morn ing Glory as I
en joy ev ery is sue.

AT Britton, SD
You have so many good sto ries in your pa per.  We pray
that many will be saved through this work.  Please send
the fol low ing a sub scrip tion to the Morn ing Glory…It is
so sad that many go through life not know ing our won der -
ful Sav ior.

WA Des Moines, IA
It was great to be able to be with you and fel low ship with
you last week end.  (Win ter Conf).  En closed is a check.

AT&FW Red Wing, MN
En closed find a check as I would like to sub scribe to the
Morn ing Glory.  May the Lord Bless your work and our
prayers are with you.  Thank you.

W&S L By ron, MN
A check is en closed in lov ing mem ory of Delbert
Erickson.  Thank you for the good work you are do ing for
the Lord in the Innermission Fed er a tion.  We are sorry we
were un able to at tend the Bi ble Con fer ence.

(We are thank ful to the Lord for the many years that Delbert 
Erickson served on the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed -
er a tion Board.  He was a dear brother in the Lord. Blessed
be his mem ory. “Pre cious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15  - Ed i tor.)

A&V C Litch field, MN
We are sorry that we can’t make it to the Con fer ence.  We
had planned to come but it did not work out…..The Lord
has been so good to us as we are still liv ing on our hobby
farm…..I am 97 years old and my wife is 91.  We cel e -
brated 70 years of mar riage to gether No vem ber 26,2006. 
We look for ward to ev ery is sue of Morn ing Glory.  What a
won der ful Chris tian Mag a zine.  We pray for a spe cial
bless ing to those who are in at ten dance.

N&M B Fergus Falls, MN
We en joy read ing the ar ti cles in Morn ing Glory and hope
you had a good Con fer ence as we were un able to at tend…

EB Gilmanton, WI
Thanks for send ing the Morn ing Glory and I talked to
….and she en joys the pa per. A check en closed.

ET Grand Forks, ND
En closed is a check for Morn ing Glory…May the Lord
richly bless you in your work for Him.

R&A G Karlstad, MN
Sending a …gift to help keep your pa per com ing our way. 
We do en joy it so much with all the ‘timely’ and pre cious
nug gets.  Very few are brave enough to write about the
spir i tual war that is in prog ress.  “He is Com ing Again.”

EN Du luth, MN
…Am thank ful for Godly pas tors in….It all started back
in the 90’s with Rev. W. Gunderson’s meet ings.  I stood
out side …Church and prayed that it would be a bea con
light on the hill over look ing Du luth.  When Pas tor…first
came he was slan dered by those who had preached and
heard dead or tho doxy.  Now we have ….Bi ble stud -
ies…in ter ces sory prayer group.  Praise and thank God
with me….God con tin ues to bless me with ex cel lent ba sic
health and I’ll be 90 years old 5-13-09…Do I have a dull
and bor ing life?  No, a life of God’s sur prises and His won -
der ful love, mercy and grace.

Praise Him!  Glo rify Him!  Would you send the Morn ing
Glory to the fol low ing…  Bless ings, Prayers and Love.

AL B Bismarck, ND
Thank you for your great lit tle mag a zine as I en joy it so
much and re cently I talked to a friend and she would like
to re ceive it too….May you con tinue to serve Him ‘til Je -
sus Comes.

H&D E North field, MN
We surely en joy the Morn ing Glory.  Very good ar ti cles. 
We look for ward to it com ing in the mail.  We wish we
could be at Con fer ence but we will be with you in
prayer….  We sure miss the fel low ship with the Hauge
peo ple that we used to have.  Guess we did n’t ap pre ci ate it
enough back then.   “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and for get
not all His ben e fits.”  Psalm 103:2

Un happy reader Min ne sota
Please dis con tinue send ing the “Morn ing Glory” pub li ca -
tion to me.  As I have en joyed some of the ar ti cles from the 
past, your nar row view of the Gos pel seems un lov ing and
judg men tal many times.  Too of ten I am left won der ing if
Christ is hon ored through this news let ter.  In His Love, …
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Freedom to Worship God!
The break ing waves dashed high

On a stern and rockbound coast,

And the woods against a stormy sky

Their gi ant branches tossed; 

And the heavy night hung dark

The hills and wa ters o’er,

When a band of ex iles moored their bark

On the wild New Eng land shore.

Not as the con queror co mes,

They, the truehearted, came;

Not with the roll of the stir ring drums

And the trum pet that sings of fame.

Amidst the storm they sang, 

And the stars heard, and the sea; 

And the sound ing aisles of the dim woods rang

To the an them of the free.

What sought they thus afar?

Bright jew els of the mine?

The wealth of seas, the spoils of war?

They sought a faith’s pure shrine!

Aye, call it holy ground,

The soil where first they trod;

They have left un stained what 

There they found –

Free dom to wor ship God.  
            Selected

Tell ye the daugh ter of Zion,
Be hold, thy King com eth unto thee,
Meek, and rid ing upon an ass,
And upon a colt the foal of an ass.  Matt. 21:5

On Palm Sunday the King of Zion rides on the foal of
an ass, and His eyes are full of tears.  He is not rid ing a
proud war-horse at the head of a great army.  On the con -
trary He sits mild in spirit on the back of a beast of bur den.  
And He rides into the city, not to be crowned king in Is -
rael’s sanc tu ary, but to pur chase us from earth to God with
His blood.

Here is the Man who will em brace you with His love;
Here is the Man who will ben e fit you with His bloody

sweat.
Such a King fits our case, One who can re lease “ev ery

sin-bound slave.”  Thus He came to us, too.  He came
when mother bent her knee at the cra dle, He came in
school, in church, in the cha pel, in the woods, on the
moun tain, and in the val leys.  He came when we left the
home of our child hood with the sun of life’s spring time
over us to go out into a cold and sin ful world.  He came
when night and life’s storms made us rest less and sick at
heart.  He came and wanted to save that which was lost. 
Thus He came to me, and to you, too.

Did you re ceive Him?
If you did not, re ceive Him to day.  He stands at the

door and knocks now.  Open the door to Him and He will
save you, and in grace take you into His eter nal king dom. 
The great est sin any one can com mit is to shut Je sus out.

Dear Mas ter, Thine the glory
Of each re cov ered soul’ 
Ah!  Who can tell the story
Of love that made us whole?
Not ours, not ours the merit;
Be Thine alone the praise,
And ours a thank ful spirit
To serve Thee all our days.   

Taken from “Thy Kingdom Come”
by Ludvig Hope 
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“One of the great est foes of the Chris tian
is re li gious com pla cency.  Or tho dox Chris -
tian ity has fallen to its pres ent low es tate from
lack of spir i tual de sire.  Among the many who
pro fess the Chris tian faith, scarcely one in a
thou sand re veals any pas sion ate thirst for
God.”  A. W. Tozer



Light Burdens
(Mat thew 11:28 – 30)

In con trast to the heavy bur dens placed upon the
shoul ders of those who fol low false re li gions, all who fol -
low Christ find that His yoke is easy and His bur den is
light (v.30).  Yet, sad to say, even be lievers some times
look to worldly phi los o phies and pro grams for guid ance
rather than look ing to Christ.  All who do so will soon dis -
cover that such an un equal yoke, while it may seem to pro -
vide tem po rary re lief, will even tu ally in crease the weight
of the bur den be cause it is, in re al ity, a yoke of sa tanic de -
cep tion.  What sen si ble Chris tian would try to con tinue
car ry ing his own bur den and re ject the blessed in vi ta tion
given in Psalm 55:22 to “cast thy bur den upon the LORD,
and He shall sus tain thee”?  Tragically, many be liev ers
con tinue to walk by sight, cling ing to their tri als and bur -
dens when God could be bear ing them in stead.

Sa tan of ten robs be liev ers of the bless ings and joys
God has pro vided for them by fill ing their minds with fear
and con tempt for the hard ships and sup posed  “re stric -
tions” that Christ’s fol low ers are called upon to bear. 
How ever, our Lord never mis leads us.  He makes it clear
that we will in deed pay a price for fol low ing him and
obey ing His Word (2 Tim. 3:12), but He also prom ises that 
the re wards will far out weigh the suf fer ings.  We must
never for get the blessed truths found in 2 Co rin thi ans
4:17-18.  Walking by faith helps us to rec og nize and value
the things that are eter nal rather than tem po ral.  It en ables
us to un der stand that our “light af flic tion” is mo men tary in 
con trast to the “far more ex ceed ing and eter nal weight of
glory” that lies ahead.  May God help us to learn afresh the 
glo ri ous truth that Christ’s yoke is easy and His bur den is
light.        MHR

Taken from “Feature”
Fundamental Evangelistic Ass., Inc.

Telephone 805 – 528-3534

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Thou gavest me no wa ter for my feet; but she hath
wet ted my feet with her tears, and wiped them with her
hair.”  (Luke 7:44)   

THE LORD looked upon the heart, both of the woman 
and of Si mon.

He also looks at your heart.
What does He see?  Would you like to know what Je -

sus thinks about your in ner most at ti tude of heart?
We all have some friends and ac quain tances.
We meet some peo ple on the street, greet them, stop

and talk.  And think it very con ge nial.  Then we say
good-bye.  And think no more about them un til we chance

to meet again on some other street cor ner.  Thus it is with
our ac quain tances.

But our friends –well, it is not cer tain that we meet
them much of tener.  But we do call them by tele phone and
write to them.  And think of them ev ery day.

God has many ac quain tances.  They ap pre ci ate the
op por tu nity of vis it ing with Him on Sunday morn ings in
church and oc ca sion ally also in their homes, when they
have time.  But as soon as the visit is over they think no
more of Him un til they meet Him again the next Sunday in 
church.  

With God’s friends it is en tirely dif fer ent.
It is true that they are never wealthy.  (Ed i tor:  A

‘wealthy’ per son can know, love and serve Je sus also).  As
a rule they are in poor and hum ble cir cum stances.  Of ten -
times they can only do what the woman in the house of Si -
mon did: Weep.  They weep be cause of their sins.  They as
she.  But that they are friends of Je sus be comes clearly ev -
i dent to God and to oth ers.  They can not live with out Je -
sus.  And they creep to His feet with all their sins and all
their needs.

More over, Je sus helped Si mon also.  He helped him to 
see him self in his true light.  And to see Je sus.

This put him where he had to choose.  Would he ac -
knowl edge that he was only an ac quain tance of Je sus, and
not His friend?

Taken from “God’s Word for Today” by O. Hallesby
Copyright 1937 Augsburg Publishing House, 
1994 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 

of Augusburg Fortress
 
Ed i tor’s Note:  “These peo ple draw near to Me with

their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart
is far from Me, And in vain they wor ship Me, …”  (Mat thew

15:8 – 9a, Mark 7:6b-7a.)
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Consecration!
Dur ing the forty years of his horse back min is try, John
Wes ley rode on the av er age twenty miles a day, and of -
ten within the round of twenty-four hours he
horse-backed as much as a hun dred miles. He laid the
se cret of his tre men dous ac com plish ments to the
time-de fy ing sched ule with which he charted the
course of his day. From his early in junc tion never to
waste time he could not re lease him self. Check ing
through his Jour nal for in stance on June 23, 1787, in
his eighty-fourth year, we find this en try: “Sat. 4:30,
prayed, ser mon. 8 tea, con versed, ser mon; 2:30 din -
ner, con versed, ser mon; 4:30 tea, con versed; 6 Matt.
13:33; 7 at Mr. Smythe’s, ser mon; 8 sup per, con versed,
prayer, on busi ness; 9:45.” 

That was the log of a Wes leyan day and lit tle did he de -
vi ate from such a sched ule ever.  He could not for get
those “five min utes lost for ever.”

Taken from John Wes ley by Ba sil Miller



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

The media touts “hate crime” legislation
as fair and proper – but that is a MYTH!

What is a “hate crime?”  Any “crim i nal of fense
….mo ti vated, in whole or in part, by the of fender’s bias
against race, re li gion, dis abil ity, sex ual ori en ta tion, or eth -
nic ity/na tional or i gin.”

A fed eral “hate crime” would un der mine our First
Amend ment rights in dan ger ous and un prec e dented ways.  
It would give un usual pro tec tion to some groups on the
ba sis of their sex ual be hav ior.   

Victory Church in Amirillo, Texas

Hosted its third an nual Fash ion able Loud event on
Feb. 24, fea tur ing fash ion mod els, rock and hip hop mu -
sic, light shows, break danc ing, and elec tric gui tar bat tle,
and other things.  The fash ions in cluded very low cut
neck lines, short skirts, bare mid riffs, etc.  

Around the world

Chris tians are un der at tack likely as never be fore. 
World wide per se cu tion of Chris tians is, in part, as the re -
sult of the rad i cal Mus lim mis sion to “take the world for
Is lam!” – by purg ing Chris tian ity from the face of the
earth.

Now, one of the larg est or ga ni za tions in side the
United Na tions has made a bold move.  You likely are the
tar get.

The Or ga ni za tion of the Is lamic Con fer ence (OIC) at
the U.N. is push ing a sin is ter res o lu tion called “Com -
bating Def a ma tion of Re li gions.”  It’s an anti-Chris tian
mea sure and it clearly en dorses what is tak ing place in
many Mus lim coun tries – where those who even speak out 
against Is lam are se verely pun ished with im pris on ment,
tor tur ing and even death.

Hollywood Has Record January

In the midst of a ma jor eco nomic melt down, the Hol -
ly wood movie in dus try set a Jan u ary re cord for in come. 
Box of fice re ceipts were a whop ping $1.03 bil lion for the
month (USA To day, Feb ru ary 2, 2009).

The ap pe tite for pro fan ity, vul gar ity, nu dity and vi o -
lence seems to be so pan demic that what ever co mes to the
big screen draws a crowd.

From all we can see and hear (from a dis tance) about

what the film mak ers are pro duc ing, we strongly rec om -
mend that Chris tian fam i lies keep their dis tance from all
of it.

Sword Press

U.S. Government Growth Out of Control

Rich Low ry …In Na tional Re view …writes, “From
1983 to 2000, the size of the fed eral gov ern ment rel a tive
to (the Gross Do mes tic Prod uct) de clined from 23.5 per -
cent to 18.4 per cent.  Fed eral spend ing did n’t shrink, but it 
grew at a slower rate than the econ omy, pro vid ing more
breath ing room for the pri vate sec tor.  It bounced back to
20.9 per cent last year and could con ceiv ably go as high as
28 per cent this year.  Ac cord ing to Newsweek …2010 to -
tal U.S. gov ern ment spend ing will be 29.9 per cent of
GDP, only about eight per cent age points be low the av er -
age in the so cial is tic (Eu ro pean) coun tries.”  In just six
months, Amer ica will have moved from free-mar ket cap i -
tal ism to quasi-so cial ism!

Family Research Council

Feelings & Entertainment 

It’s not sur pris ing – to day’s “pos i tive” gos pel em pha -
sizes love, min i mizes doc trine and ig nores Di vine Jus tice
and God’s righ teous wrath!  The es sen tial Bib li cal truths
that pre pare hearts for gen u ine re pen tance and con ver sion
no lon ger fit.  

Many of such sim ply dis miss the no tion of “sin” as
old-fash ioned le gal ism and shut their eyes to its cor rupt -
ing power in their own lives and the lives of oth ers.  When
faced with to day’s non-of fen sive teach ing on sin, many
trans late it into a more com fort able half truth: Sin is a nor -
mal part of life, and I’m just as good as ev ery one else –
maybe a lit tle better.  Be sides, God un der stands and loves
me as I am.”  For ex am ple: In my con vic tion/opin ion Pas -
tor Rick War ren is a ‘mis led goat/hire ling in sheep’s skins.
No tice that ba si cally he side steps SIN, godly re pen tance
and ex pe ri enced Sal va tion and sub sti tutes “Pur pose.”  

Pas tor Rick War ren, at Saddle back Church, is
unapologetically con tem po rary “….I passed out a
three-by-five card to ev ery body in the church, and I said,
You write down the call let ters of the ra dio sta tion you lis -
ten to.”  I was n’t even ask ing un be liev ers.  I was ask ing the 
peo ple in the church.  “What kind of mu sic do you lis ten
to?”  When I got it back, I did n’t have one per son who
said, “I lis ten to or gan mu sic.”  Not one … so, we made a
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stra te gic de ci sion that we are unapologetically a con tem -
po rary mu sic church.  And right af ter we made that de ci -
sion and stopped try ing to please ev ery body,  Saddle back
ex ploded with growth…

“I’ll be hon est with you, we are loud.  We are re ally,
re ally loud on a week end ser vice …I say, ‘We’re not
gonna turn it down.’  Now the rea son why is baby boom ers 
want to feel the mu sic, not just hear it …God loves va ri -
ety!”
Ed i to rial Note:  Does God re ally love to day’s cul tural
“va ri ety?”  Since when is God’s stan dard of ac cep tance
based on what peo ple want?  I doubt that God is pleased
when we feed our crav ings and strengthen our “need” for
emo tional stim uli.  When an cient Is rael be came bored
with God’s Word and em braced a wide va ri ety of cul tural
and spir i tual thrills, God dis ci plined them se verely.  He
even com pared his way ward peo ple with a “wild don key
…That sniffs at the wind in her de sire.”  Jer e miah 2:24,
11-13. (Please read the en tire chap ter two of Jer e miah).

Stimulus Package Anti-Christian Bigotry

Buried in the rub ble of Pres i dent Obama’s $1 tril lion
mon strous pork/stim u lus plan is a sec tion that bans Chris -
tian Bi ble stud ies, wor ship ser vices and other re li gious ac -
tiv i ties from nay pub lic ed u ca tion build ings!

All of this found in the “green ing” (sup pos edly to help
the en vi ron ment) of our na tion’s school sec tion of the bill
and to the tune of at least $3,500,000,000 (Ed i tor: I ques -
tion the amount -$ – check it out).  The green ing funds are
to be used for the “mod ern iza tion, ren o va tion, or re pair” of
higher ed u ca tion fa cil i ties but pro hibit the re pairs where re -
li gious ac tiv i ties or ser vices  may be con ducted …

The ul ti mate im pact will be to drive re li gious ac tiv i -
ties out of pub lic ed u ca tion al to gether.  If higher ed u ca tion 
in sti tu tions worry about not get ting part of this fed eral
grab bag, they’ll sim ply eject re li gious ac tiv i ties from
their cam puses so they can eas ily get the money.

Traditional Values Coalition
(Spe cifically the bill says,) “Funds may not be used

for the mod ern iza tion, ren o va tion or re pair of fa cil i ties –
(i) used for sec tar ian in struc tion, re li gious wor ship or a
school or de part ment of di vin ity; or (ii) in which a sub -
stan tial por tion of the func tions of the fa cil i ties are sub -
sumed in a re li gious mis sion.”

Family Research Council

Gay Marriage Arrives in the Heartland

Iowa, the cen ter of the Amer i can heart land, be came
only the third state in the un ion to rec og nize gay mar riage
when its Su preme Court on Fri day de clared a ban on such

un ions was un-con sti tu tional. 
“We are firmly con vinced the ex clu sion of gay and

les bian peo ple from the in sti tu tion of civil mar riage does
not sub stan tially fur ther any im por tant gov ern men tal ob -
jec tive,” the judges wrote in the unan i mous opin ion. 

The court said gays could marry in Iowa in 21 days,
when it will join Mas sa chu setts and Con nect i cut as the
only states where gays can ob tain full mar ried sta tus. 

But some aren’t wait ing to be gin the pro cess. 
Dean Genth of Ma son City filed pa per work for a mar -

riage li cense at the Cerro Gordo County Court house on
Fri day af ter noon be fore head ing to Min ne ap o lis for a
flight to New York with his part ner, Gary Swenson. “We
wanted to be the first cou ple in the county to file, at least
sym bol i cally,” he said. Genth and Swenson, co-founders
of the North Iowa chap ter of Par ents, Families and Friends 
of Les bians and Gays (PFLAG), were mar ried in a Ma son
City church in 2004, but that did not carry le gal sta tus. 

The newly le gal ized Iowa mar riages won’t be rec og -
nized in Min ne sota, where gay rights ad vo cates said they
ex pected it would be sev eral years be fore leg is la tors
might make gay mar riage le gal. The Iowa rul ing could
also spark a back lash, en er giz ing ef forts for a con sti tu -
tional amend ment for bid ding ho mo sex u als to marry, gay
mar riage foes said. 

Iowa op po nents of same-sex mar riage also pledged to
fight Fri day’s rul ing out come, but ac knowl edged that
there ap peared no im me di ate way to undo it.  The only av -
e nue would be a con sti tu tional amend ment, but un der
Iowa law that pro cess would take at least two years.

…A con sti tu tional amendment would re quire the
Legislature to ap prove a ban on same-sex mar riage in two
con sec u tive ses sions af ter which vot ers would have a
chance to weigh in.

Ad vo cates for gay mar riage ar gue that com mit ted gay
cou ples should have the same prac ti cal and civil rights as
het ero sex ual cou ples, in clud ing the abil ity to par tic i pate
in health care and end-of-life de ci sions and other financial 
and le gal ac tions. Cal i for nia al lowed gay mar riage until
No vem ber’s elec tion, when res i dents re jected the idea in a 
voter ini tia tive. 

Rich ard Socarides, an at tor ney and for mer se nior ad -
viser on gay rights to Pres i dent Clinton, said the Iowa rul -
ing “rep re sents the main streaming of gay mar riage.” 

By Bill Mcauliffe and Lora Pabst, Star Tri bune staff
writ ers, April 10, 2009

PEPSI, re fus ing to be neu tral in the cul ture war, re -
mains the lead ing cor po rate spon sor of the ho mo sex -

ual group, PFLAG.
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Literal or Nonliteral?
That is the Ques tion

For sev eral de cades it has been fash ion able in many
quar ters to in sist that the early chap ters of Gen e sis, which
de scribe the cre ation of the world, must not be con sid ered
a lit eral re cord of ac tual his tory. The claim is that the
events are better un der stood as al le gor i cal representations
of grand meta phys i cal re al i ties — cun ningly de vised fa -
bles that may be mined for spir i tual truth but that are not
his tor i cally vi a ble. 

Var i ous al ter na tive read ings of the cre ation ac count
re ject the his to ric ity of the nar ra tive based on some sup -
posed syn tac ti cal or theo log i cal in sight. Among those al -
ter na tives are the Day-Age The ory; the Gap The ory; and,
more re cently, the Frame work Hy poth e sis. All these
nonliteral read ings are mo ti vated by a de ter mi na tion to
rec on cile the scriptural re cord of cre ation with the de -
mands of uniformitarian sci ent ism. That is, they seek to
un der stand the Bi ble within the lim i ta tions of sec u lar
meta- phys ics that deny the pos si bil ity of su per nat u ral/ di -
vine in ter ven tion. 

How we view Gen e sis, how ever, is crit i cal be cause, as 
the name sug gests, the book is God’s clear and ab so lutely
true in struc tion con cern ing the or i gin of all that ex ists in
the phys i cal and moral universe. And out of that truth arise 
all the is sues of life. 

John Gib son ar gues that Gen e sis 1 is to be taken as a
met a phor or story or par a ble. He claims, “If we un der -
stand ‘day’ as equiv a lent to ‘ep och’ or ‘era’, we can bring
the se quence of Cre ation in the chap ter into re la tion ship
with the ac counts of mo dern evo lu tion ary the ory, and so
go some way to wards re cov er ing the Bi ble’s rep u ta tion in
our sci en tific age.” 

In sim i lar fash ion, pro gres sive creationist Stu art
Briscoe in sists the follow ing in his pop u lar com men tary
on Gen e sis: 

The nat u ral sci en tist talks con vinc ingly in terms
of mil lions of years and evo lu tion ary eras while
the Bi ble be liever looks at the six days and won -
ders what on earth to do. …It is not at all un rea -
son able to be lieve that “day” (He brew, yom),
which can be trans lated quite lit er ally as “pe -
riod,” re fers not to lit eral days but to eras and
ages in which God’s pro gres sive work was be ing
ac com plished.

What Is a “Day”? 

Ba sic to the en tire de bate re gard ing the his tor i cal in -
teg rity of the cre ation ac count is the ques tion, “How is the

word day[s] to be un der stood?” Gen e sis 1:5, for ex am ple,
reads, “God called the light Day, and the dark ness He
called Night. So the eve ning and the morn ing were the
first day.”

The point is of ten made that the He brew word for
“day” (yom) can be used in more than one sense.  This is
true. But that fact does not mean that, in any given pas -
sage, the word might have any one of sev eral mean ings
and that the reader is free to use which ever mean ing he
pre fers. It is ba sic to gram mat i cal-his tor i cal in ter pre ta tion
that the mean ing of ev ery pas sage is de ter mined and fixed
by the au thor, and it is the busi ness of ex e ge sis to ar rive at
that in tended mean ing. 

It is hard to imag ine how God might have pro vided
any more definitive ev i dence to com pel read ers to
conclude that, in Gen e sis 1, day means a lit eral 24-hour
day and that the week of cre ation was a lit eral seven-day
week. Two most ba sic ar gu ments to de fend this po si tion
are these: 

(1) A nu mer i cal qual i fier and the phrase eve ning and
morn ing oc cur with each of the six cre ative days (1:5, 8,
13, 19, 23, 31). This fact is exegetically sig nif i cant be -
cause the rest of the Old Tes ta ment uses yom 359 times
with a nu mer i cal qual i fier; and ev ery one of those cases
de notes a lit eral day. Again, through out the rest of the Old
Tes ta ment, yom is used in as so ci a tion with ei ther eve ning
or morn ing 23 times; and the phrase eve ning and morn ing
is used with out yom 38 times. Each of those 61 pas sages
re fers to a lit eral 24-hour day. There is no rea son to make
the text of Gen e sis 1 an ex cep tion to this re mark ably
well-at tested-to pat tern. 

(2) In Ex o dus 20 Mo ses traced the com mand “Re -
mem ber the Sab bath day” (v. 8) to the his tor i cal re al ity
that “in six days the LORD made the heav ens and the
earth, ...and rested the sev enth day” (v. 11). The
one-to-one anal o gous re la tionship be tween the days of an
or di nary week in the lives of the Is ra el ites and the days of
the week of God’s cre ative activity is ba sic to the way the
Fourth Com mand ment is ex pressed in that passage. In -
deed, if the days of the cre ation ac count are taken as eons
of time, the state ment re corded in Ex o dus 20:11— a state -
ment spo ken aloud by Yahweh Him self (vv. 1-21) — is re -
duced to a cosmic non-se qui tur. Yahweh then spoke
il log i cal non sense! 

Old Tes ta ment scholar Gerhard Hasel con cluded, 

The au thor of Gen e sis 1 could not have pro duced
more com pre hen sive and all-in clu sive ways to ex -
press the idea of a lit eral “day” than the ones that 
were cho sen. …The com bi na tions of the fac tors.
…cor rob o rated by the di vine pro mul ga tions in
such Pentateuchal pas sages as Ex o dus 20:8-11
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and Ex o dus 31:12-17, sug gest uniquely and con -
sis tently that the cre ation “day” is meant to be lit -
eral, se quen tial, and chro no log i cal in na ture.

What’s Really at Stake 

Those who deny that Gen e sis 1 is lit eral his tory in sist
there are im por tant meta phys i cal truths to be quar ried
from the sup pos edly myth i cal/ met a phor i cal ac count. But
once you aban don lit eral in ter pre ta tion, de ter min ing what
those truths are be comes the reader’s pre rog a tive. The text 
be comes a wax nose to be bent into this shape or that, de -
pend ing ul ti mately on the pre di lec tions of the one do ing
the bend ing. 

On the other hand, if the his tor i cal in teg rity of the cre -
ation nar ra tive is carefully hon ored, that nar ra tive will
con front the reader with truths at once un de ni ably valid
and un speak ably im por tant. 

The om nip o tence and ornnisapience of the Cre ator
God who spoke the worlds into ex is tence; the in ef fa ble
maj esty of that Cre ator God by whom and for whom all
things were cre ated and who is thus per pet u ally wor thy of
wor ship and ser vice; the unique, in trin sic, and in erad i ca -
ble dig nity of man kind based on the re al ity that man alone
is cre ated in the im age and like ness of God; the wis dom
and good ness of God manifested in His cre ation of male
and fe male and in His craft ing each to play the dis tinct role 
He has equipped them to em brace and en joy; the re al ity of
man’s sin ful con di tion and con se quent con dem na tion, as
well as his responsibility for that moral cor rup tion-all of
these truths and many more are clearly and un de ni ably
taught in the early chap ters of Gen e sis when they are read
as lit eral his tory. 

But if the di vinely pro vided re cord is con strued as
mere myth and met a phor, all of these truths be come sub -
jec tive at best and sus pect at worst. 

Ul ti mately, al ter na tive read ings of the cre ation ac -
count do some thing else as well. If we take away the first
Adam, we have no right to trust what God has told us
about the Last Adam–Jesus Christ, His Son. 

Douglas Bookman
Israel My Glory

January/February 2009

The Transforming Power 
of the Gospel

“Ah! I see a man. He walks to the banks of the Seine,
in Paris, to end his life. He walked to the bank four times,
but he did n’t plunge in. He filled a cup with poi son, three
times raised it to his lips, but he did not drink. He cocked
the pis tol, put it against his tem ple. He did that twice, but
he did n’t pull the trig ger. He heard the story of Je sus
Christ and dropped on his knees, and Wil liam Cow per
wrote: 

“God moves in a mys te ri ous way, 
  His won ders to per form; 
He plants his foot steps in the sea, 
  And rides upon the storm. 

“There is a foun tain filled with blood, 
  Drawn from Im man uel’s veins; 
And sin ners plunged be neath that flood, 
  Lose all their guilty strains.”

So that’s what you found, is it, Cow per? 
I go to Bridge port, Con nect i cut. I rap at a hum ble

home and walk into the pres ence of Fanny J. Crosby, the
blind hymn-writer. She has writ ten over six thou sand
hymns. She never saw the light of day, was born blind, and 
I say to her, “Oh, Miss Crosby, tell me that I may tell the
peo ple what you have found by trust ing in the fin ished
work of Je sus Christ? You have sat in dark ness for
ninety-four years; tell me, Miss Crosby.” And that face
lights up like a halo of glory; those sight less eyes flash,
and she cries: 

“Blessed as sur ance, Je sus is mine; 
  Oh, what a fore taste of glory di vine!" 

“Pass me not, O gen tle Sav iour, 
  Hear my hum ble cry!” 

“Je sus keep me near the cross, 
  There’s a pre cious foun tain.” 

“Once I was blind, but now I can see, 
  The light of the world is Je sus.” 

“And I shall see Him, face to face, 
  And tell the story, Saved by Grace." 

I go to Wes ley as he walks along the banks of a stream, 
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while the storm raged, the light ning flashed and the thun -
der roared. The birds were driven, in fright, from their ref -
uge in the boughs of the trees. A lit tle bird took ref uge in
his coat. Wes ley held it ten derly, walked home, put it in a
cage, kept it un til morn ing, car ried it out, opened the door
and watched it as it cir cled around and shot off for its
moun tain home. He re turned to his house and wrote: 

“Je sus, lover of my soul, 
  Let me to thy bosom fly." 

What have you found by trust ing in the fin ished work
of Je sus Christ?”

Taken from “Billy Sunday Speaks”
“What Shall the End Be?”

The Hope of the Res ur rec tion

“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ, shall
all be made alive.” (1 Cor. 15:22)

Per haps all of us have laid a loved one to rest.  There is 
a feel ing of help less ness and de feat, be cause death has
claimed an other vic tim.  Ev ery thing they have lived for is
gone.  All of the plans, hopes, as pi ra tions and fu ture are
dashed to the ground.  There are no more chances for life
with this per son be cause they are dead.  The fu neral ser -
vice is typ i cally a very sad, som ber oc ca sion, with tears
flow ing.  The Law of God sud denly be comes very real to
us, and the vi o la tors are prom ised that death is the wage
that is earned for those who have not kept it fully all their
lives.  That in cludes ev ery one, in clud ing you and me. 
What is es pe cially som ber is this:  What hap pened to them
will one day hap pen to you.  One day it will be you who
will lie mo tion less in the cas ket.  One day it will be you
who will die and face eter nity.  “For as in Adam, all
die…”

But the Lord Je sus Christ has changed that for ever! 
He has gone the way of death for ev ery man, and He has
risen bodily from the dead!  He has proved that He is ex -
actly Who He said He was:  The very Son of God.  He has
de feated the power of sin, death and the devil.  His res ur -
rec tion is the sure hope that we can have about our fu ture
in eter nity!  “…even so in Christ, shall all be made alive.”
The child of God can face death with full as sur ance and
hope that heaven is their home and they will live eter nally,
and their body will be raised from the dead.  “…and this
mor tal will put on im mor tal ity, then will come about the
say ing that is writ ten, ‘Death is swal lowed up in vic tory.’”

This gra cious prom ise is only for those who are “in
Christ.”  It is not for those who are sim ply “in church,” or
“in the Bi ble,” or “in re li gion.”  All of these are fine, but in 

and of them selves, they will not give you as sur ance and
hope over death.  You per son ally must be  “In Christ.” 
This means that you must re pent of your sins and per son -
ally re ceive Christ as your Sav ior and fol low Him as Lord
of your life.  Only as Christ is in you will you find this sure 
hope, as the Scrip ture says, “Christ in you, the hope of
glory.” (Col. 1:27)

Our bodily res ur rec tion and eter nal life are the joys and
hope of Easter.  This is what the Res ur rec tion of Je sus re ally 
means.

Selected
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Up Date
“When the en emy co mes in like a flood, the Spirit

of the LORD will lift up a stan dard against  him.” (Isa -
iah 59:19b)

Since we live in the Red River Flood Area, we
mar vel at the mag ni tude, size and power of the flood;
but also what a united group (over twenty thou sand
vol un teers) can do in de ter mined ef fort!  AGAIN God
has been so mer ci ful to US!  We are told it took three
and one half mil lion sand bags to pro tect the Fargo/
Moorhead area and nine (or nine and a half) mil lion
were used in North Da kota and Min ne sota.  This is also 
a spir i tual re learn ing les son.  As the en emy/sin co mes
in like a “flood,” GOD will raise up a stan dard against
it!  Are you be ing in volved as a con science/ stan dard in 
this sin ful world of what is right and wrong in this sin -
ful world?  God’s Word (the Bi ble) ab so lutely teach es
clearly be tween black and white, right and wrong as
the plumb line!  God’s STANDARD does n’t change.
By God’s GRACE, we are striv ing to be part of that
‘stan dard’ and en cour age you to stand with us in this
‘Spir i tual Bat tle’ in prayer, fi nances and en cour age -
ment; mak ing NO apol o gies for the old time Chris -
tian ity!  AS ‘signs of the times’ are so rap idly be ing
ful filled right be fore our eyes, it could be that the
Trum pet Sound will soon take place!  That blessed pu -
ri fy ing, com fort ing Hope is not for spec u la tion BUT to 
en cour age us unto a more Bib li cally ‘piet ist ic’ type of
liv ing.  Oc cupy till I come!  “Let no one de ceive you
by any means, for that Day will not come un less the
fall ing away co mes first, …For the mys tery of law less -
ness is al ready at work; only He who now re strains will 
do so un til He is taken out of the way.”  (II Thessalonians

2:3 – 7)

Feb ru ary’s in come for Morn ing Glory was
$1,377.00

March’s in come for Morn ing Glory was $1,830.00
The cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is ap -

prox i mately $2,400
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Al tar Steps is Be ing Printed!
We are re joic ing and prais ing God that you, the

read ers, have made it pos si ble for us to re-print the
daily de vo tional, “Al tar Steps” by R.P. Haakonson.  
This work was first pub lished in 1947 and is suit -
able for de vo tions with chil dren.  Be cause of its
timely writ ing, it con tains a num ber of ref er ences to 
in ci dents which took
place in WWII.

Fin ished cop ies
should be avail able in
June.  Watch for a no tice
in the June is sue of the
Morn ing Glory.  These
books will be avail able
on a free-will of fer ing
ba sis, with a sug gested
of fer ing of $5.00 + ship -
ping.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE HAUGE
LUTHERAN INNERMISSION

FEDERATION

When?  June 12 – 14, 2009  (Fri day Evening thru the
Wor ship Ser vice on Sunday)
Where?  Stavanger Free Lu theran Church, Gar den
City, Iowa
Host Pas tor:  Pas tor Earl Korhonen

SCHEDULE
Fri day eve ning,  7:00 p.m.:  Singspiration
Ser vice at 7:30 p.m.  Guest Speaker, Pas tor Jim Haga,
Shoreview, MN.  He will be speak ing on: “Ps.
139:1-18 – God’s 3- Sided At trib utes” (Om ni science,
Om ni pres ence and Om nip o tence)
Re fresh ments & Fel low ship fol low ing

Sat ur day
9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. : Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.: Bi ble Ses sion — Pas tor Earl
Korhonen
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.:  Re fresh ments & Fel low ship
11:00 a.m.– Noon: Bi ble Ses sion — Rod Stueland
Noon – 1:15 p.m. Lunch at the Church 
1:15 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.:  His tory and Cur rent Hauge
Min is tries — Rod Stueland
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.: Tes ti mony time, Gos pel Songs
& Hymns
3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.:  Re fresh ments & Fel low ship
3:30 p.m. – An nual Meet ing of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion.  PRAY for the de ci sions &
Elec tions. (Board Meet ing to fol low.)
7:15 p.m. – Eve ning Ser vice with Pas tor Jim Haga,
Text – Acts 2:22-24, “The Sov er eignty of God and the
Free Will of Man.”  Re fresh ments and Fel low ship fol -
low ing

Sunday
Please “join” the friends of Stavanger Free Lu theran
Con gre ga tion at their Wor ship Ser vice at 10 a.m. with
Pas tor Jim Haga speak ing on Isa iah 6:1-8, “The Ho li -
ness of God.”

Lodging may be se cured at Story City which is 15
miles from Gar den City.

Vi king Mo tel – 515-733-4306
Super 8 Mo tel – 515-733-5282
Com fort Inn – 515-733-6363

Please PRAY for “Sea sons of re fresh ing from the
Pres ence of the Lord” and that ‘our’ fel low ship might
be pleas ing to the LORD!  Psalm 133:1, He brews
10:24-25. 
By God’s GRACE come and be a ‘bless ing’ and re -
ceive many in re turn!

WELCOME!
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